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BY SAMANTHA NELSON FOR REDEYE I REDEYE@REDEYECHICAGO.COM » GET MORE SPONTANEOUS EAT DRINK. DO. IDEAS AT REDEYECHICAGO.COM 



EAT 


POP-UP OMAKASE 
WITH THE SALSA TRUCK 
Ramen-san 

59 W. Hubbard St 312-377-9950 
Chef Dan Sails highlights regional 
Mexican fare, such as chichar- 
ron and pork carnitas pozole, and 
offers a taste of his new concept 
opening this summer at this din- 
ner. 6-10 p.m. $35. Reservations 
required. 


‘KOREATOWN’ 

COOKBOOK DINNER 
MottSt 

1401 N. Ashland Ave. 773-687-9977 
Celebrating their New York 
-selling cookbook 
” chef Deuki Hong 
Rodbard host 
a dinner featuring kimchi stuffed 
with pork butt and sticky rice and 
sweet and spicy braised chicken. 
Tickets include a signed copy of 
the book. 6 p.m. $48. Reservations 
required: mottstreetchicago. 
com/cookbookdinner 




DRINK 


TEMPLE FOOD VEGAN DINNER 

IzakayaMita 1960 N. Damen Ave. 773-799-8677 
A six-course sake dinner inspired by Japanese Buddhist cuisine 
includes steamed broccoli in sweet black sesame sauce and 
deep-fried tofu marinated in a soy-ginger-garlic sauce. 5-10 p.m. 
$45. Reservations recommended. 

AN EVENING WITH THE BRUERY 

Fountainhead 1970 W. Montrose Ave. 773-697-8204 
Try barrel-aged and experimental ales from the California brew- 
ery including Batch No. 1731 hoppy session ale, White Oak wheat- 
wine-style and Melange No. 3 strong ale ($8-$10). 7 p.m. No cover. 


DO 


‘NEW FACES SING BROADWAY 1972’ 

Uptown Underground 4707 N. Broadway 773-777-9884 
Emerging Chicago artists perform songs from clas- 
sic shows including “Jesus Christ Superstar,” “Grease” 
and “You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” at this revue 
from Porchlight Music Theatre, which also includes 
trivia games and sing-alongs. 8 p.m. $22. Tickets: 
porchlightmusictheatre.org 


Host Heidi Kettenring 
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4938 

Temp drop 


THURSDAY 

4&33 

Still falling 


HAPPY HOUR OF THE DAY 


Vapiano (44 S. Wabash Ave. 312-384-1960) offers a complimentary bruschetta bite or caprese skewer with a $5 house wine or $4.50 draft beer from 5-7 p.m. 



TUESDAYS ARE HERE! 


TIME TO CELEBRATE 

EVERY TUESDAY 

1/2 PRICE GAMES 

FROM OPEN TO CLOSE 

322 E. ILLINOIS ST. CHICAGO, IL 60611 

ftwchicago.com| stay connected @ftwchicago 


Only 27 percent of bosses say they're ready to create a 
workplace that brings out the best in their employees. 

Are you prepared? 

LJYOLA 

HIGH-IMPACT LEADERSHIP CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

It's your move — and your chance to become the best leader possible. 

June 7-9 • Water Tower Campus 
Executive Education • 312.915.6761 • LUC.edu/leadredeye 


Source: DDI's "Global Leadership Forecast 2014 \2015" 


LOYOLA 


UNIVERSITY CHICAGO 



QUINLAN 

SCHOOL of BUSINESS 


*1/2 Price Games on Tuesdays may not be combined with any other offers. Offer subject to change. Blackout days 
and some restrictions may apply. Excludes cranes, photo booth and coin games. Activation fee is not half price. 
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big picture x 


The highlights 

What was revealed at Monday’s Apple 
announcement at the company’s 
headquarters in Cupertino, Calif: 



iPhone 

The iPhone SE is a return to the 
4-inch model that’s aimed at 
consumers who haven’t sprung for 
the bigger-screen iPhone 6 models 
that Apple introduced over the past 
two years. It comes with features like 
Apple Pay and the company’s fastest 
processor, which have previously 
been offered only on versions of the 
iPhone 6, and will sell for $399 with no 
cellular contract, significantly lower 
than larger iPhone models, which list 
at $549. 



iPad 

A new, 9.7-inch iPad Pro is a smaller 
version of the initial 12.9-inch iPad 
Pro, which the company introduced 
last year with several features-like 
a detachable keyboard and stylus- 
designed for business users. The 
9.7-inch iPad Pro starts at $599 and 
will be available in rose gold along 
with the now-standard silver, space 
grey and gold colors. 



Apple Watch 

The cheapest version is 9 iqwat$^||§, 
down from $349, and there are new 
bands made of woven nylon and 
available in a variety of colors. 

-LA TIMES, AP 



SMALL CHANGES 

APPLE UNVEILS UPDATES TO IPHONE, IPAD PRO, WATCH 


Associated Press 

Apple unveiled a small new iPhone, a new iPad 
tablet for business use and price cuts for its Apple 
Watch at a product event Monday: The announce- 
ments, which were largely expected, aim to keep up 
the company’s commercial momentum in the face 
of mounting challenges. 

Apple could use a lift. Sales of its flagship iPhone 
are levelling off after surging last year to record lev- 
els that made Apple the world’s biggest company by 
stock market value. Many are wondering if Chief Ex- 
ecutive Tim Cook can come up with another big hit. 

The iPhone SE is an upgrade to the older, four- 
inch iPhone 5S, released in 2013. Apple also unveiled 
a smaller model of the iPad Pro, and the Apple Watch 
got a price cut. (See left sidebar for more details.) 
Apple launched the smartwatch to great fanfare last 
year, although it has yet to win a big following. 

Analysts generally expect Apple to release a more 


dramatically revamped iPhone 7 in the fall. 

The proliferation of iPhone and iPad models 
may seem contrary to Apple’s traditional focus — 
espoused by late Apple co-founder Steve Jobs— on 
producing fewer products that it believes are supe- 
rior to competitors’ offerings. Its rival Samsung, by 
contrast, is known for selling a multitude of phones 
and tablets at various sizes and prices. 

But Apple has gradually expanded its family of 
devices in recent years to reach consumers in dif- 
ferent market categories, which also helps the com- 
pany sell more online goods and services, Gartner 
tech analyst Brian Blau said. 

“Tim Cook has said he thinks there’s a lot of life 
left in the iPhone product line, despite the media 
and investor community pressuring Apple over the 
potential decline in premium iPhone sales,” Blau 
said. “I think it’s exactly these types of things that 
he has in mind.” 


Tim Cook 
jumps right 
into iPhone 
encryption 
battle with FBI 

By Paresh Dave 

LOS ANGELES TIMES 

As Apple Inc. began Monday’s 
product-launch event, there was 
an elephant in the room: the 
company’s legal battle with the 
U.S. government over an encrypt- 
ed iPhone used by one of the at- 
tackers in the San Bernardino 
terrorism case. 

Chief Executive Tim Cook ad- 
dressed it right away 

Cook said Apple has a respon- 
sibility to protect information on 
people’s iPhones and other Apple 
products from intrusion because 
the devices have become an “ex- 
tension of ourselves.” 

“We will not shrink from this 
responsibility,” Cook said at the 
event in Cupertino, Calif. 

Although his remarks were be- 
ing streamed online across the 
world, Cook directed his com- 
ments about privacy primarily to 
U.S. users. 

“We need to decide as a nation 
how much power the govern- 
ment should have over our data 
and our privacy” Cook said. “We 
didn’t expect ... to be at odds with 
our government. But we believe 
we have a responsibility to pro- 
tect your data, your privacy We 
owe it to our customers.” 

Apple and the FBI are ex- 
pected to meet in federal court 
in Riverside, Calif., on Tuesday as 
a judge considers whether to en- 
force an order requiring the com- 
pany to help investigators unlock 
a San Bernardino County-owned 
iPhone issued to Syed Rizwan Fa- 
rook, a county employee. 

Farook and his wife, Tashfeen 
Malik, attacked the Inland Re- 
gional Center in San Bernardino 
on Dec. 2, killing 14 and leaving 
many others wounded. They later 
died in a shootout with police. 

The court order demands that 
Apple write new software to en- 
able FBI agents to circumvent 
security features built into the 
iPhone that Farook used. 
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Radiant Research is currently conducting a clinical research study on an investigational 
pain medication. If you suffer from chronic low back pain and are age 35 or older, you 
may qualify to participate. Qualified participants receive all study-related care and 
investigational medication at no cost. Reimbursement for travel may be provided. 

Call: 312-854-2948 

7447 Talcott Ave., Suite 521 , Chicago, IL 60631 or 
515 North State Street, Suite 2700 Chicago, IL 60654 


r/m5i>^imt 

Clinical Research 


MASTER OF ARTS/MASTER OF FINE ARTS IN 

Creative Writing 

• Work closely with faculty through workshops and individual mentoring. 

• Take advantage of the best features of residential and low-residency 
programs. 

• Choose from specializations in fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry. 

• Refine your writing skills in convenient evening courses in Chicago 
and Evanston. 

RECENT AND CONTINUING FACULTY INCLUDE 

Chris Abani Reginald Gibbons Naeem Murr S. L. Wisenberg 

Eula Biss Goldie Goldbloom Ed Roberson Simone Muench 

Stuart Dybek Cristina Henriquez Megan Stielstra Miles Harvey 

The fall quarter application deadline is July 15. 

sps.northwestern.edu/cw • 312-503-2579 


t SCHOOL OF 

Northwestern professional studies 


/the chatter / JOIN THE CONVERSATION 


What would happen if the ‘L’ 
totally shut down for a day? 


Picture this: A 24-hour 
shutdown of the CTA 
rail system, and you get 
only a day’s notice be- 
fore it happens. I don’t 
know about you, but 
I think that’s a scary 
thing to think about. 

Well, the entire 
Washington Metro 
rail system shut down 
Wednesday for an 
emergency safety 
inspection that caused 
disruption and inconvenience for hundreds 
of thousands of commuters. The closure in- 
creased traffic, packed buses and forced many 
people to work from home, walk, bike or take 
cabs to their jobs in the downtown D.C. area. 

It’s important to mention that the CTA 
has never completely shut down the system. 
Ever. The trains have kept running through 
historic blizzards, polar vortexes and other 
extreme circumstances. 

But just for context, on average, more than 
720,000 weekday rides were taken on CTA 
trains each day in 2015, CTA spokesman Jeff 
Tolman said. That means a hell of a lot of 
people would be affected if the rail service 
were to stop. 

What would happen if the CTA shut down 
the “E’ for a day? Would it be a cluster{bleep}? 

Among commuters who have lived in both 
cities, there was a contrast in what people 
thought of the two transit systems. Some 
thought D.C. handled its shutdown like a 
champ; others think Chicago could do it with 
ease. I do think, however, the consensus is the 
“E’ is better liked than the Metro. #Winning 

“I think Chicago would be better prepared 
to handle a shutdown because of its robust 
bus system,” said Sam Healy a 30 -year-old 
Ukranian Village resident. “I lived in D.C. for 
seven years and took a bus no more than 
10 times. Chicagoans ride buses a lot more, 
and the system is more convenient to use.” 

Marcus Glassman is a 28 -year-old Lincoln 
Square resident who lived in DC. for five 
years. He said although he prefers the CTA 


to the Metro, he believes Washington would 
be more prepared for a transit shutdown. 

“The Metro doesn’t really work well to 
begin with, so commuters have had to find 
alternative ways to get around,” he said. “The 
whole district is much smaller than Chicago, 
so when push comes to shove, many people 
could walk to work.” 

Tanvi Misra is a 27-year-old journalist who 
lives in DC. She lived in Chicago while attend- 
ing grad school at Northwestern University 
and used the “E’ to get around the city She said 
although she walked to work Wednesday many 
of her colleagues had to work from home. 

“The key thing is that DC. is smaller, more 
compact and it’s easier to walk to places,” 
Misra said. “We have the Capital Bikeshare 
service, which was really useful during the 
shutdown.” 

“The CTA makes an effort to update its 
stations, tracks and equipment,” said 24-year- 
old Josh Walfish, who lived in the DC. area 
for 16 years and in Evanston for four years. “It 
can be inconvenient at times, but they’re al- 
ways making an effort to be proactive. D.C.’s 
Metro is more reactive.” 

P.S. Sriraj, interim executive director of the 
Urban Transportation Center at UIC, said 
Chicago would be hard-pressed to meet the 
demands of passengers shut out of the train 
system in the event of a closure. 

“It would virtually shut down access to 
the airports and the Loop area, which would 
greatly affect business and make it more 
inconvenient to get around,” he said. “With 
the city being designed in a grid network and 
bus routes available on nearly every road seg- 
ment, it will offset some of the problems, but 
lack of access to the T would have debilitating 
effects.” 

Even though the Metro and CTA differ in 
many ways, both rail systems serve as a lifeline 
for commuters. And other modes of transpor- 
tation are essential in the event of a large-scale 
transit shutdown. Chicagoans are resourceful 
creatures, and Em certain in the event of a 
transit crisis, we’d find away to get around. 
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REDEYE@REDEYECHICAGO.COM WITH ‘TRANSIT DIARIES’’ 
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WHILE OTHER TEAMS SEIZE THE SPOTLIGHT, BEARS ARE MAKING THEMSELVES UNRECOGNIZABLE 



By Chris Sosa i redeye 

Somewhat lost in the sports blur that is March (Buzzer-beaters! Bulls! 
Blackhawks! Baseball!) is the NFL’s free-agent frenzy. After the bummer of 
a year the Bears had in 2015, shoring up the defense has been their priority 
this month. The front office has tweaked the offense as well, though expect 
any outside help on that side of the ball to come from the draft. The Bears 
have signed or re-signed 13 players since the free-agent signing period 
began March 9. Here are the six who will make the biggest impact. 

@REDEYESPORTSCHI I CHSOSA@REDEYECHICAGO.COM; GETTY IMAGES FILE PHOTOS 


THEY’RE GONE, 
DEAL WITH IT 

Every NFL team has to retool its 
roster after every season thanks to 
the salary cap. For that and other 
reasons, get used to seeing these 
three players in another uniform 
in 2016. 

Matt Forte 

(signed with NY. Jets) 

LAST YEAR 

13 games, 898 yards rushing, 

389 yards receiving, 7 total 
touchdowns 

WHY HE’LL BE MISSED 

Forte did everything the team 
asked-run the ball, catch passes, 
block— and then some, even serv- 
ing as a mentor for younger run- 
ning backs. 

WHY HE WON’T 

It’s tough to justify paying a whole 
lot for a 30-year-old running back 
given that players at that position 
often burn out rapidly. The Bears 
needed to spend more money in 
other areas. 

Martellus Bennett 

(traded to New England) 

LAST YEAR 

11 games, 53 catches, 439 yards, 

3 touchdowns 

WHY HE’LL BE MISSED 

Few teams in the NFL have a tight 
end threat as versatile as Bennett. 
Cutler in particular enjoyed the 
margin for error he provided by 
catching passes other tight ends 
can’t. 

WHY HE WON’T 

Ultimately, Bennett seemed disin- 
terested when plays weren’t called 
for him, which likely took its toll on 
coaches and management. 

Shea McClellin 

(signed with New England) 


O 

Akiem Hicks 

defensive lineman 

Age: 26 

Length of deal: 2 years 

Last year (with 2 teams): 16 games, 

3 sacks, 23 tackles 

Why he’s important: The Bears were 
tied for 22nd in the league in 2015 with 
35 sacks and are short on reliable defen- 
sive linemen in general. Hicks, one of the 
prized free agents at that position, should 
change that. 


O 

Danny Trevathan 

linebacker 

Age: 25 

Length of deal: 4 years 

Last year (with Denver): 15 games, 

109 tackles 

Why he’s important: Take your pick on 
which position haunted the Bears more 
last season: linebacker or defensive line. In 
Trevathan, the Bears get a player who can 
cover more ground than anyone they had 
on the roster in 2015. 


0 

Jerrell Freeman 

linebacker 

Age: 29 

Length of deal: 3 years 

Last year (with Indianapolis): 13 games, 

1 interception, 3 sacks, 112 tackles 

Why he’s important: Besides the produc- 
tion he brings to the table, the Bears can’t 
have enough veteran linebackers on the 
roster. 


O 

Bobby Massie 

offensive lineman 

Age: 26 

Length of deal: 3 years 

Last year (with Arizona): Played 14 

games 

Why he’s important: First off, he’s 6-foot-6 
and 316 pounds. That’s going to help any 
offensive line. And if he ends up play- 
ing next to Pro Bowler Kyle Long, which 
seems likely, the right side of the line is 
good to go for a few years. 


e 

Zach Miller 

tight end 

Age: 31 

Length of deal: 2 years 

Last year (with Bears): 15 games, 

34 receptions, 439 yards, 5 touchdowns 
Why he’s important: Now that Martellus 
Bennett has been traded to New England, 
someone has to be a pass-catching threat 
at tight end. Miller showed flashes toward 
the end of last season, hence the organiza- 
tion’s faith in him moving forward. 


O 

Sherrick McManis 

cornerback 

Age: 28 

Length of deal: 2 years 

Last year (with Bears): 16 games, 

23 tackles 

Why he’s important: He gives the Bears 
depth in the secondary, though that’s not 
as crucial as his role as a special teams 
ace. 


LAST YEAR 

12 games, 81 tackles 

WHY HE’LL BE MISSED 

As a 2012 first-round pick and 
someone who was willing to lose 
a ton of weight and change posi- 
tions, he had to have some value 
to a rising defense, right? 

WHY HE WON’T 

Eh, neither Marc Trestman nor 
John Fox seemed to find a good 
fit for him, so maybe it’s best he’s 
starting over with New England. 


LET’S GO 
HAWKS! 


Support our 
champions as they 
fight for another win 
with Blackhawks fan 
gear and more! 
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RedEyeChicago.com/store 
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second calling 

Former Smith Westerns frontman Cullen Omori 
wants to win Chicago over again with ‘New Misery’ 

By Josh Terry i redeye 

t’s such bullshit when bands say, 'Well, the album’s an album. You have to 
listen to the whole thing,’ ” says Cullen Omori, the former Smith Westerns 
frontman who released his solo debut “New Misery” on Friday “For me, I 
approached writing this album as if I were just writing a Smith Westerns single but 
with my own influences. Because of how music is consumed with the Internet and 
our attention spans, hopefully people will connect with it a little bit more.” 


During our interview, the 25-year-old Lo- 
gan Square resident is incredibly candid and 
friendly, speaking a mile a minute about ev- 
erything from his ex-band’s 2014 demise to his 
habit of going to matinees at the Logan The- 
atre. But when I first meet him on a Wednes- 
day afternoon at the Logan Square dive Two 
Way Lounge, he seems nervous. “These are 
prescription, by the way” he blurts out as if 
apologizing for his loud, yellow-tinged glass- 
es— a pair that, besides the fashion-forward 
Omori, only Bono could pull off. Though 
Omori’s self-consciousness is initially jarring, 
it makes sense considering how he and his for- 
mer band historically have been portrayed in 
the press. 

Picking just one example: A 2011 Time Out 
Chicago review of Smith Westerns’ “Dye It 
Blonde” reads: “The Chicago brats are hardly 
old enough to legally drink, but strut around 
town like the second coming of the Stones.” 
Though the indie rockers, which featured 
Omori and guitarist Max Kakacek (now of 
Whitney) as co-songwriters as well as Omori’s 
younger brother Cameron on bass, were de- 


cently popular, they also were obviously po- 
larizing, possibly for their nagging reputation 
of arrogance and partying too much. “You 
either had the camp that liked us or hated 
us,” Omori remembers. “I know I’ve said and 
done some stuff that came off as bratty, but 
you have to also remember that I’m 19 at that 
point, I’ve never had a microphone in front of 
me, and I’m excited and want to do well.” 

After quietly releasing its self-titled debut 
in 2009, Smith Westerns catapulted from 
relative anonymity in Chicago to the national 
spotlight— getting even more attention with 
its 2011 follow-up. “I’m in high school {at 
Northside College Preparatory High School], 
I’m not cool or hanging out with any girls — 
I’m just making music and no one cares what I 
say,” Omori says. “One year later and all of the 
sudden, people are asking my opinion.” 

That rapid ascension, which included Lol- 
lapalooza performances, rave Pitchfork re- 
views, a Gap ad and opening slots with Belle 
and Sebastian and MGMT, definitely found 
the band seeming too big for its britches. 
Omori says there was a good reason for that: 


Omori’s Chicago favorites 

Before The Orwells and before Twin Peaks, the quintessential young Chicago rock band 
was Smith Westerns. Fronted by Cullen Omori, the now-disbanded indie rockers proved 
to be integral to the city. From the early days as main support at the Empty Bottle on a 
weekday night to Lollapalooza and more, Smith Westerns and Omori are completely tied 
to the musical fabric here. Because his new solo album, “New Misery,” another excellent 
local release, came out Friday, Omori picked his six favorite Chicago institutions, -j.t. 


RADIO STATION 

93XRT 

“We played a Studio X show, and it was so great. 
I love XRT. I think one of the most influential 
things for me as a musician was listening to 
Terri Hemmert’s ‘Breakfast with the Beatles.’ I 
would listen with my dad on Sunday mornings.” 


BAR 

Rainbo Club 

1150 N. Damen Ave. 

“You know that one in ‘High 
Fidelity.’ I’ve been going there for 
a long time. I’d give an honorable 
mention to Danny’s in Bucktown.” 


RESTAURANT 

Lao Sze Chuan 

4832 N. Broadway 
“This is my favorite 
Chinese food place 
in Chicago. The chili 
chicken is incredible.” 
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“Being that young, I don’t think I would have 
been able to perform and do everything if I 
wasn’t somewhat cocky I would be under so 
much pressure and so nervous that the only 
way to do it would be to just say, ‘{Bleep} it.’ ” 

When Smith Westerns released its last al- 
bum, 2013’s “Soft Will,” the band’s chemistry 
went south. ‘As things got bigger, we had that 
shared ambition to get going. But as things 
began to slow down, we were too dysfunc- 
tional to keep going,” he explains. The band 
took a break following a co-headlining tour 
with Sky Ferreira in fall 2013 and didn’t re- 
ally talk, hang out or play during the hiatus. 
Though the break was disorienting, Omori 
couldn’t call it quits. “The band was a security 
blanket,” he remembers. “I had done it for so 
long. I didn’t think I had it in me to say ‘I want 
out.’ ” According to Omori, his brother and 
bandmate also floundered with- 
out the structure of the group. 

Finally Kakacek indicated that he 
was done. “It wasn’t angry or any- 
thing like that,” Omori says of the 
breakup. “It was just appropriate. 

“I think with the last Smith 
Westerns album, I got caught up 
in going for it and swinging for the 
fences. When that didn’t happen, 
it was a little destructive with my 
overall mentality at the time.” 

With the band officially over, 

Cameron Omori began attending 
college at Northwestern while Ka- 
kacek later formed Whitney with 
Smith Westerns’ touring drum- 
mer Julien Ehrlich and keyboard- 
ist Ziyad Asrar. Meanwhile, Cul- 
len Omori didn’t know what to do. “Basically 
my entire existence was the band, and when 
it stopped I wondered, ‘Who am I?’ ” he says. 
“It’s a really weird headspace to be in because I 
basically went back to where I was when I was 
18 and didn’t really have an identity anymore.” 
He needed to make a decision to dive back in. 
“I didn’t really choose to be a musician until I 
decided to go back to it after the band broke 
up,” he explains, adding, “We were so lucky with 
Smith Westerns to do what we did. It’s a one- 
in-a-million chance to get to that point, so why 
should I try to get to that point? It’s because 
music is the only thing I feel like I’m all right at.” 

He says he was “very much withdrawn” 
after the breakup, holed up in his house and 
writing. The songs he did write, he composed 
quietly with the TV on (he admits it was often 
TLC and that “19 Kids and Counting” show) 


to drown out his early efforts: “I can play to 
1,000 people at Lollapalooza or something, 
but I’m so embarrassed when I’m alone work- 
ing on a song.” 

Despite Omori’s initial hesitation, his writ- 
ing resulted in the 11 tracks that became “New 
Misery” an impressive collection of sum- 
mery yet sad pop. The songs sound like Smith 
Westerns but with tighter lyrics (the self-dep- 
recating ‘All we are is unremarkable” refrain 
on “Cinnamon” stands out as an example of 
Omori’s voice) and druggier, moodier arrange- 
ments— think if Roxy Music made a Smith 
Westerns cover album. But writing without 
his former Smith Westerns partner proved to 
be a challenge. “Max would always make the 
key the guitars and the piano on the songs, and 
that was something I never did— I was always 
just doing vocal melodies and the skeletons of 
the track,” Omori says. “When the 
band stopped, I was afraid I’d nev- 
er be able to make music without 
a technical musician who knew 
theory and how to write. It was 
definitely trial and error for me.” 

To help record the album, he 
enlisted Ryan Mattos (Cults) on 
bass and keys, James Richardson 
(MGMT) on guitar and Loren 
Humphrey (Guards) on drums. 
But while these players were 
brought in to enliven the record, 
Omori’s original compositions 
wound up comprising the bulk 
of the material. “The majority 
of everything on the record was 
done by me, and that’s radically 
different from Smith Westerns,” 
he says. “If you had asked me two years ago 
if I was going to be able to write my own gui- 
tar parts and that they would be able to sound 
professional, I would have said no way 

“One thing I didn’t realize is that when 
you’re in a band, you share some of the suc- 
cess and also the burden of the music,” he 
says. “This record is a product of me. It’s me 
that’s going to be out there and assessed. I 
wouldn’t have it any other way” 

With “New Misery,” it’s a new beginning. 
Where Omori had as many growing pains 
as he did successes with Smith Westerns, he 
hopes his hometown reconnects with his mu- 
sic. “I was raised off the I- 94; I love it here,” 
he says. “I make music because I live in this 
city Sometimes Chicago might not love me, 
but I still love it.” 

@JOSHHTERRY I JTERRY@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 


IN CONCERT 

June 2 

atSchubas 
$15, 18+ 

REVIEW 

**** 

New Misery 

Cullen Omori 
Check out our album 
review and Omori's 
thoughts on the 
latest movies he's 
seen and on Chicago 
sports teams at 
redeyechicago. 
com/music 


STORE 

Village Discount 

4027 N. Kedzie Ave. 

“Just that one. No one 
picks through it, and 
it’s always pristine and 
cheap.” 


VENUE 

Lincoln Hall and Metro 

“I think Lincoln Hall is the best-sounding venue in Chicago. Even 
when it’s not packed, it always looks full and is such a great place to 
play. I also love Metro because of [owner] Joe Shanahan-he’s been 
so great and a great supporter. There’s such a great history in that 
room, and its stature in Chicago is unmatched.” 


ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 

SLEEP RESEARCH STUDY 
FOR PEOPLE WITH LUNG DISEASE: 


Volunteers are invited to join this study: you must be over 
age 45 years, have either emphysema or chronic bronchitis 
and difficulty falling asleep or staying asleep to qualify. 



We are testing a program to improve sleep 
in people with lung disease. Volunteers 
eligible for the study will participate in 
6 weekly sessions in one of four behavioral 
or educational programs. The programs are 
offered by the University of Illinois at Chicago 
and the Hines VA. Health evaluations include 
an overnight sleep study, lung function tests, 
two blood draws, activity monitoring and 
questionnaires. Compensation is provided to 
enrolled participants, all program activities 
and testing are free and free parking is 
provided. 


For more information call Mary Kapella PhD, RN or Franco Laghi MD at 
(312) 996-1575, 9:30AM to 4:00PM, Monday thru Friday at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago, Center for Narcolepsy, Sleep & Health Research. This study 
is funded by the National Institutes of Health. 


WE ARE HERE TO HELP! NOT JUDGE! 

HEROIN AND 
PAIN PILL 
ADDICTION 




LOW COST & CONFIDENTIAL 

$20.00 TRANSPORTATION 


CREDIT FOR JOINING 

with mention of this ad. 


Same Day Dosinq 
Compassionate Staff 
All Public Transportation 
at Front Door 



• FREE Gourmet Coffee 

• FREE Phone Use (local & long distance) 

• FREE Week of Services on Your Birthday 


Sundance Methadone Treatment Center 

4545 Broadway, Chicago • (847) 744-0262 • www.SUNDANCECHICAG0.com 
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0 Prying tools 
5 Tire ridge pattern 

10 Plunge into a liquid 

11 up; shred 

13 Eet _j leave shore 
13 Friendly nation 
21 Deep hole 
23 Melon or squash 
2d Shows up 
20i Acting award 
27 Etop 

20 Piece of dining room 


furniture 

29 Actress Farrow 

31 Diner 

32 Normal 

33 Trivial; minor 

35 Social insect 

36 Average grade 

38 Car racer Al 

39 _ double duty; handled 
two jobs 

42 Envelope info 
44 Thief 


46 It takes a bow 

47 Scary word 

49 Onion cousins 

50 Releases 

51 Hot tubs 

52 Choose 

53 One opposed 

54 Salmon’s color 

55 Very thick cord 

56 Old 

57 Prescriptions, for short 
60 Pass away 



CHI-TOWN'S BEST BURGER! 

COMING EARLY APRIL 


AMERISTAR 

CASINO ★ HOTEL 

EAST CHICAGO 


777 AMERISTAR BOULEVARD EAST CHICAGO, INDIANA 219.378.3000 | AMERISTAR.COM mm& 

Must be at least 21. Terms subject to change. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-9WITHIT. © 2016 Pinnacle Entertainment, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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R eady, set, mud! We are enter- 
ing a rainy time of year that 
can coax springtime flowers 
to bloom while also creating 
a squishy, muddy landscape. For a 
certain type of individual, this is the 
best season of all. Those people are 
Tough Mudders, and on May 21 and 
22, at Chicago Rockford International 
Airport, they will have their day in the 
sun - with a whole lot of mud. 

Tough Mudder is a team-oriented 
obstacle course renowned for its use 
of the natural environment as well as 
man-made creations. According to 
Mike Torrey, Tough Mudder Venue Re- 
lations Manager, the new Illinois venue 
has a number of benefits. 

“Heading into our search for a 
new venue in the Chicagoland area, 
we had been reviewing four potential 
sites,” Torrey says. 

“There are literally 
hundreds of variables 
we consider when 
looking for a perfect 
Tough Mudder site, 
but there were a few 
in particular that stood 
out in Rockford. As 
always, we want to 
keep our participants 
excited, challenged, 
and muddy. The mas- 
sive acreage that the 
Rockford International 
Airport has available, 
combined with its 

interesting and varied terrain, was a 
huge draw for us.” 

And logistically, participants 
won’t have to deal with buses any- 
more. Rockford Airport Tough Mud- 
ders can simply hop out of their cars 
and be at the start line, he adds. 

Tough Mudder challenges are held 
throughout the country, offering mud, 
water, vertical walls, electricity and a 
hefty-dose of teamwork. The courses 
may vary depending on the venue, 
but are an average of 10-12 miles in 
length, with 20-25 obstacles for par- 
ticipants to maneuver. 

Brendan Quinn, Course Operations 
Supervisor, says the Chicago event 
will also offer a Tough Mudder Half run 
for the first time, including a 5-6 mile 
course and about 10-12 obstacles. 


DATE: 

Tough Mudder on May 
21, 2016 & Tough Mudder 
Half on May 22, 2016 

WHERE: 

Chicago Rockford 
International Airport, 

2 Airport Circle, Rockford, 
IL 61109 

WEBSITE: 

www.ToughMudder.com 


“Tough Mudder Half is not a race, 
it’s a challenge,” he says. “Designed 
to test teamwork and grit on a 5-mile 
obstacle course without fire, ice or 
electricity, it’s all the mud and half the 
distance. It’s the first step to joining a 
community of 2 million strong around 
the world, who’ve found camaraderie 
overcoming mud-drenched obstacles 
and adrenaline pumping 
challenges. Epic ob- 
stacles and fewer hours 
wasted on a treadmill — 
it’s all your friends and 
no excuses.” 

Whether you are a 
repeat Mudder, known 
as a Legionnaire, or a 
newbie, Quinn offers 
some insight into the 
Rockford course. 

“We don’t want to 
give too much away, 
but let’s just say 
there is going to be a 
swamp and Mudders 
will need to get through it,” he says. 
“Bring some shoes you’re not in love 
with, and due to the muddy paths, I 
wouldn’t plan on a lot of straight runs.” 

Have no fear of driving home caked 
in mud and thirsty. 

“There is a rinse station after you 
finish your run, and a nice cold beer to 
celebrate with,” Quinn says. 

Torrey credits the Tough Mudder 
partners at the Rockford Area Conven- 
tion & Visitors Bureau with their help in 
local back-end planning and coordina- 
tion, enabling the Tough Mudder Opera- 
tions Team to create an exciting venue. 

“When it’s all added up, we are 
extremely confident Chicagoland 
Mudders will be in agreement that 
Rockford is a perfect place for Tough 
Mudder to call home,” Torrey says. 


* Valid until May 8, 2016 
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ILLINOIS BRINGS OUT THE 
(MUDDY) WELCOME MAT 
FOR TOUGH MUDDER 
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Wherever you are on your quest for 
awesomeness, we've got a course for you. 


May 21, 2016 
10 - 12 miles 


IJSSStf May 22, 2016 

HALF 5 miles 


Chicago Rockford International Airport 


GET 15% OFF* 

WITH CODE: REDEYE 
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Daisy Ridley confirmed Sunday that 
she’s been in talks to star in an upcoming 
“Tomb Raider” reboot, according to 
thr.com. The “Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens” actress said there “have been 
conversations” about her taking the role, 
but it has not been offered to her. “I’m 
waiting for someone to say ‘I want you, 
let’s do it’,” she said, THR reported. Yeah, 
we are down with that. 


HOT DATE 


MAY 27 


THE QUOTE 

“I DON’T GIVE MY KIDS 
A CHANCE TO PICK 
SIDES. THEY’RE 
BATMAN’S KIDS 
SO THEY GOTTA 
BE ON BATMAN’S 
SIDE. OTHER- 
WISE THERE’S 
NO SUPPER!” 

-Ben Affleck, to Entertainment 
Tonight, at the “Batman v Superman: 

Dawn of Justice” premiere on Sunday, 
according to etonline.com. 


That’s when Netflix will release the second season of its original show 
“Bloodline.” All 10 episodes will be released at once, according to 
deadline.com. Kyle Chandler and Ben Mendelsohn star in the show 
about a family that owns and runs a hotel in the Florida Keys. The 
show was nominated for two Emmy awards. 


'Doctor Who* to Amazon 

The “Doctor Who” series left Netflix’s streaming service earlier this 
year, and now Amazon has announced that it has picked up the 
rights to the show. According to vulture.com, the first eight seasons 
of the show’s 2005 reboot will be available to stream on Amazon 
Prime starting March 27. The deal does not include any prior 
seasons. 


jpW No beards 

f ^ * group 

T-o'V Apparently 

belonging in an 
incredibly popular 
boy band means 
restrictions. 

Zayn Malik, the former member of One 
Direction, told Complex Magazine that 
there were “restrictions in terms of the 
way that we could come outside of that 
young teen boy look.” When pressed on 
the issue, Malik said he wasn’t allowed to 
dye his hair or keep his beard. Malik said 
about his beard, “Eventually, when I got 
older, I rebelled against it, and decided to 
keep it anyway.” 


WANT MORE DIR T f 


Oh, we’ve got dirt. Get the scoop on your favorite musicians, actors and reality TVers all day long at redeyechicago.com. 
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BEGINS TONIGHT! March 22- April 10 




O R I E N TA L 
T H EAT R E 


800 - 775-2000 BR0ADWAYlNCHICAG0.COM 


Tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box Offices and Ticketmaster retail locations. Groups 10+: 312-977-1710 




